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7. Rural Zone – RU 

7.1 Rural Zone – RU 

The following provisions apply to the use of land and the erecting, locating, and using of buildings or structures in the RU Zone subject to the provisions of Sections 14, 15, 16, 17, and 18 of this By-law. 

Permitted Uses 

(1) Main uses: 

a) Uses permitted in the Agriculture Zone, see Section 8.1 
b) One-unit detached dwelling 
c) Cemetery 
d) Day care centre 
e) Equestrian centre or riding arena 
f) Forestry 
g) Garden centre 
h) Kennel 
i) Place of worship  

(2) Accessory uses, buildings, or structures: 

a) Any accessory use and accessory building or structure, which is dependent and related to the main use(s), see Section 15.1  
b) Rural home occupation accessory to a residential use, see Section 15.10 
c) Home industry accessory to a residential use, see Section 15.11  
d) On-farm diversified use accessory to an agricultural use, see Section 15.12 
e) Accessory dwelling unit to a one-unit detached dwelling, subject to servicing requirements, see Section 15.13 
f) Home-based childcare accessory to a residential use 
g) Backyard hens accessory to a residential use, see Section 16.3 

Provisions for Main Uses 

(3) The following requirements shall apply to the main uses in the RU Zone: 
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Table 7-1 Requirements for Main Uses in the RU Zone 

Land Use or Building Type Min. Lot Area  Min. Lot Frontage Max. Height  Min. Front Yard Depth Min. Interior Side Yard 
Width Min. Rear Yard Depth 

All Permitted Uses 6.0 hectares 70.0 metres 15.0 metres 

 
11.0 metres for a one-
unit detached dwelling 

 

15.0 metres 

 
 

10.0 metres 

 
4.0 metres for a one-unit 
detached dwelling 

 

7.5 metres 

 
15.0 metres for a one-
unit detached dwelling 

 

7.1.1 RU Exception Zones 

(1) For the lands zoned RU-193, the following shall apply despite any provisions of this Zoning By-law to the contrary: 

a) Lot Area (minimum): 23 471.8 square metres (2.35 hectares) 

(2) For the lands zoned RU-294, the following shall apply despite any provisions of this Zoning By-law to the contrary: 

a) The permitted uses shall be limited to:  

i) Conservation 
ii) Agriculture 
iii) Forestry 
iv) Equestrian Centre or Riding Arena  
v) A transition home with activities including education services, life skills classes, community services and recreational activities. 

b) The transition home will provide on-site accommodation in the form of dormitories or bunkhouses. Support services, including meal preparation and laundry services will also be provided. 
c) Number of Residents (maximum): 22 
d) Number of Buildings (maximum): 8, including: 

 

93 Formerly known as RU-27 in Thurlow Zoning By-law No. 3014. 
94 Formerly known as RU-2 in Thurlow Zoning By-law No. 3014. 


